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TAMPERING WITH GOD’S ARRANGEMENT FOR THE HOME 
 

 The Lord God is all-wise, so He knows what is 
best for humanity. Because God loves us, He wants 

what is best for us. God communicates with us via His 

word, and in that word He has revealed what is best 

for our lives, including matters pertaining to the home.  

 God brought down His hammer of judgment on 

the ancient Assyrian Empire. One of the reasons was 

the haughtiness of its king, who boasted, “By the 

strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, 

for I am prudent . . .” (Isaiah 10:12,13). The ancient 

king’s attitude is seen in many scenarios today, 

including how some people approach God’s 

arrangement for marriage and the family. Like 

Assyria’s king, such folks think they are mighty and 

wise and prudent, so they choose to do things their 

own way and disregard what God has to say.  

 When people tamper with and cast aside what God 

says He desires for the home, disaster follows. 

Nations suffer when God’s plan for the home is 

disregarded. Families suffer when God’s will for the 

family is ignored. God’s church suffers when His 

children choose to fulfill their own fleshly desires 

rather than submit to His instructions. And, yes, the 

world, the nation, the home, and the church all suffer 

when teachers and preachers spread messages about 

the home which contradict what God says. 

 God is the one who instituted the home. He 

created Adam and Eve and brought them together as 

husband and wife (Genesis 2). As the Creator of the 

universe, it is His right to speak to humanity in 

language that commands us how to act. Yes, He has 

every right to expect each one of us to comply with 

His will, including what He says about the home.  

 Bed relations outside of marriage violate God’s 

will for the family. It is God’s will that only two 

people who are married lawfully before Him have the 

right to sleep with one another. For a husband and his 

wife, their bed is undefiled (Hebrews 13:4). When 

people practice or endorse bed relations outside of a 

genuine marriage, they are disregarding God’s 

arrangement for the home.  

 When people divorce for any flimsy reason, or 

when others encourage such action, they are 

tampering with God’s arrangement for the home. The 

Spirit’s instruction to married saints is, “. . . A wife is 

not to depart from her husband . . . And a husband is 

not to divorce his wife . . .” (1 Corinthians 7:10,11). If 

a man divorces his wife, unless he does so because she 

has committed fornication, if he then marries a second 

woman, the relationship between him and that second 

female is adultery. Jesus said so (Matthew 19:9). The 

Lord of lords also said this about the marriage bond: 

“Therefore what God has joined together, let not man 

separate” (Matthew 19:6). 

 Same-gender relationships — homosexuality, 

lesbianism, and two people of the same gender 

“married” to one another, all of these are a violation of 

God’s plan for the home. The message of Matthew 19 

is crystal clear: per God’s plan, marriage is for “male 

and female” (19:4), for those who leave “father and 

mother” (who are male and female, 19:5), and for a 

“man . . . joined to his wife” (a male and a female, 

19:6). Marriage and bed privileges are for husbands 

and wives (Ephesians 5:22-25), not man with man or 

woman with woman. Those who engage in same-

gender relations are counted as “unrighteous” by the 

Lord and cannot inherit His kingdom (1 Corinthians 

6:9,10). God does not hate such people, nor do we. 

God being our Helper, though, we will not give our 

voice to support same-gender relations, nor will we sit 
by with a tolerant heart and locked lips. 

 Women giving birth to a child, having conceived 

with the aid of an implanted “donation” from a male 

who is not her husband, is tampering with the Lord’s 

plan for the home. God’s plan is for a wife to conceive 

from her relations with her husband and no other way. 

God’s arrangement for human procreation is through 

the activity of a husband and his own wife, period.  

 When a husband and his wife agree to be co-heads 

of the family, they are tampering with God’s plan for 

the home. By God’s decree, the husband is head of the 

wife (Ephesians 5:23). He is not allowed to share that 

headship, and she is not allowed to snatch it from him 
or jointly possess it.  

 Regardless of what topic is under consideration, 

God’s arrangement is always best. May we have a 

heart that wants to learn, live, and teach His will.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 Among the last twelve books of the Old Testament, 

this book contains the most chapters. There are a slew 

of men in the Bible with the name “Zechariah.” The 

writer of this book was the son of Berechiah, the son 

of Iddo” (Zechariah 1:1,7) – not the same person as an 
earlier prophet Zechariah (2 Chronicles 24:20). 

 Historical setting: Zechariah, a contemporary of 

and co-worker with the prophet Haggai, played a key 

role in encouraging the Jews who had returned to their 

homeland to finish the reconstruction of the Lord’s 

temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 5:1,2; 6:14,15). He began 

prophesying in about B.C. 521/520, in the second year 

of Darius (Zechariah 1:1). Under Zerubbabel and 

Joshua’s leadership, coupled with the prophetic work 

of Zechariah and Haggai, the temple was completed in 

B.C. 516/515, which was twenty years after the first 

group of Jews returned to Judah (Ezra 6:14,15). 

 Some key thoughts:  

 (1) God’s passionate appeal to the Jews in the days 

of Zechariah was, “Return to Me, says the LORD of 
hosts, and I will return to you” (1:3).  

 (2) Like the books of Daniel, Ezekiel, and 

Revelation, in many aspects the book of Zechariah 

involves apocalyptic literature. “Apocalyptic” literally 

means that which unveils or uncovers. This type of 

literature uses a series of visions and signs/symbols 

that unveil/uncover God’s message. In the first half of 

Zechariah’s message, there are at least eight visions 

(1:8-17; 1:18-21; 2:1-5; 3:1-10; 4:1-14; 5:1-4; 5:5-11; 

6:1-8). “The visions of Zechariah focus one’s thoughts 

on the omnipresence of Jehovah, the reality of sin and 

suffering, and the dire need of divine pardon. 

Zechariah’s visions foretell the overthrow of Zion’s 

enemies, the heathen nations who would thwart the 

purposes of God. And his visions thrill the heart with 

promises of Jerusalem becoming the City of Peace” 
[V.E. Howard, The Living Messages of the Books of the 
Old Testament, “The Living Message of Zechariah, p. 400].  

 (3) Zechariah’s message was one of 

encouragement and hope for the Jews who faced 

difficulties. The first eight chapters of this book offer 

words of encouragement connected with the task of 

completing the rebuilding of the temple. God told His 

people that He was jealous for Jerusalem (1:14), 

which is called “the apple of His eye” (2:8). He said, 

“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of 

this temple; his hands shall also finish it” (4:9). It was 

not a one-person job, as Zechariah exhorted all the 

Jews, “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Let your hands 

be strong . . . that the temple might be built” (8:9). 

God wanted the Jews to know that He would be with 
and bless their building project as they served Him. 

 Chapters 9-14 provide encouragement in matters 

related to the future coming of the Messiah. This latter 

section of the book shows God’s people as victorious 

under His mighty care for them. They were to rejoice 

greatly in the Messiah’s coming (9:9). God would 

strengthen and save His people (10:6,8,12). 

Remember: the blessings to be obtained during the 

reign of the Christ (blessings connected with God’s 

temple, Jerusalem, and His people) are spiritual 

blessings that we have in Jesus through His spiritual 

reign. The thought that everything would work out for 

the ultimate good of the Lord’s people should have 
been a comforting message to the Jews. 

 (4) References to the coming Christ abound in 

Zechariah’s writing. If we miss these, we have missed 

a major thrust of this book. Consider these prophecies: 

 3:8 – The Lord would raise up His servant, the 
BRANCH (Romans 15:12). 

 6:12,13 – The BRANCH shall build the Lord’s 

temple, shall sit and rule on His throne, and shall be 
priest on His throne (Hebrews 8:1,4). 

 9:9,10 – Riding into Jerusalem on a donkey 
(Matthew 21:1-5) 

 11:12,13 – Betrayal for thirty pieces of silver 
(Matthew 26:15) 

 12:10 – They shall look on Him whom they have 
pierced (at the crucifixion, John 19:34-37) 

 13:1 – A fountain opened for sin and uncleanness 
(Jesus’ blood, Colossians 1:14) 

 13:7 – Smite the shepherd and the sheep shall be 
scattered (the apostles fled, Mark 14:27,50). 

 Other memorable lessons and reminders:  

 God refers to the prophets as “My servants” (1:6). 

 An intriguing question: “For who has despised the 

day of small things?” (4:10). 

 God sees all: “. . . the eyes of the LORD, which 

scan to and fro throughout the whole earth” (4:10). 

 God always has expected His people to be honest: 

“Speak each man the truth to his neighbor” (8:16; 
referenced in Ephesians 4:25).  

 The Lord is portrayed as the Good Shepherd who 

saves and protects His flock (9:16). Does that not 
remind us of the Lord Jesus? (John 10:11). 

 Jehovah is the One who “forms the spirit of man 
within him” (12:1). 

 The book of Zechariah is challenging. Within its 

message, though, are mighty messages of great 

encouragement for the Jews of the prophet’s day. And 

for us, the multiple references to the coming Messiah 

and those fulfilled prophecies reconfirm His deity. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



SOME MISUSES OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

 The Master’s magnificent message which we read 

in Matthew chapters five through seven has been 

dubbed “The Sermon on the Mount.” We are blessed 

immeasurably to have these words of Jesus recorded 

for us. Those who drink deeply from this section of 

the Bible can receive great guidance and assistance. 

 A recent, brief conversation with one gentleman 

reminded me that, as is the case with other passages of 

Scripture, some people use faulty reasoning when 

applying certain portions of the Sermon on the Mount. 

For our purposes, let me mention one example of such 

from each of the three chapters. 

  Matthew 5:20 – the message: “For I say to you, 

that unless your righteousness exceeds the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”  

 Matthew 5:20 – the misapplication: “If the Jews 

were commanded to tithe, and our righteousness has 

to exceed theirs, then we are required to give more 

than ten per cent of our income.” A bit later in His 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus did mention giving alms 

(6:1-4), but what we read in Matthew 5:20 is not about 

our contribution of material things.  

 Matthew 5:20 – the meaning: Many of the Jews 

considered the scribes and Pharisees to be the most 

spiritual among them. Thus, for Jesus to say that His 

followers must have a righteousness that exceeds the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, surely 

sounded like a very high demand to His listeners. 

From other Bible passages connected with the life 

and teaching of the Christ, we learn that the way of 

the scribes and Pharisees was one of self-

righteousness (Luke 18:9), hypocrisy (Matthew 

23:2,3), pretension/outward appearance only – to be 

seen of men (Matthew 23:5,14,27,28), and omitting 

the weightier matters of the law (Matthew 23:23). 

Such attitudes must be absent in the heart of anyone 

who wants to enter the kingdom/church. One who 

longs to please the Lord must have a noble and good 

heart (Luke 8:15). In addition, God’s way of making 

man righteous is revealed in the gospel (Romans 

1:16,17). One who wants to be a citizen in the 

kingdom must be willing to accept His gospel plan for 

our righteousness, not the ways of the old covenant. 

  Matthew 6:5 – the message: “And when you 

pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they 

love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 

corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 

Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.” 

 Matthew 6:5 – the misapplication: Not long ago a 

man got quite huffy when I knocked on his door and 

tried to share with him a tract about Jesus. He told me, 

“Religion is a personal thing, and I don’t think we 

ought to be spreading it. Jesus said to go into your 

room and pray by yourself, so we need to keep our 

religion to ourselves and leave other people alone.”  

 Matthew 6:5 – the meaning: Jesus was warning 

His disciples not to imitate the practice of some Jews 

whose prayers in public settings were “long and loud” 

in order to draw attention to themselves and cause 

others to admire them. By praying with no one else 

around, when it just a disciple and his heavenly 

Father, there is no temptation to pray with the 

intention of trying to impress anyone.  

 Jesus, however, was not forbidding praying in 

front of others in each possible scenario. He Himself 

offered a prayer in the presence of a multitude of 

people before feeding them (John 6:10,11). Paul gave 

thanks in the presence of many on board a ship (Acts 

27:35). Jesus’ message was about the proper attitude 

in prayer, not the location of the one who is praying.  

 As far as spreading the word about Jesus goes, our 

Lord wants His followers to declare the gospel of 

salvation to every person (Mark 16:15,16). Not 

everyone whom we approach with the good news will 

be thankful and receptive, but we must keep sowing! 

   Matthew 7:1 – the message: “Judge not, that 

you be not judged.” 

 Matthew 7:1 – the misapplication: “Judging other 

people is wrong. We do not have the right to condemn 

anyone for anything that he does. We need to leave 

other people alone and just mind our own business.” 

 Matthew 7:1 – the meaning: Jesus explained that 

in whatever manner disciples judge others, they can 

expect to receive similar judgment/treatment from 

them (7:2). The judgment that Jesus is condemning is 

inconsistent/unfair judging (7:3,4). It is not wrong to 

recognize and acknowledge that a brother has a speck 

in his eye (7:3). It would be wrong, though, to see and 

speak about his speck, but at the same time refuse to 

deal with the beam/plank that we have in our own eye. 

 The judgment that Jesus condemns is harsh and 

hypocritical judging (7:3,4). In principle, His teaching 

also would condemn hasty and uncharitable judging, 

prejudicial judging (“prejudging”), and judging a 

person’s motive without proof that his intent is wrong. 

When you keep reading in Matthew 7, though, you 

plainly see that our Lord expects us to understand 

what is holy, identify dogs and hogs, and recognize 

false prophets (7:6,15). He wants us to practice “fang 

and fruit inspection” (7:15-20).  

 Let us maintain our love for Jesus’ teaching, keep 

studying diligently, and rightly divide His truth. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Acts 27 – LESSONS FROM PAUL’S JOURNEY BY SHIP TO ROME 

 For many years, the apostle Paul had longed to go 

to the city of Rome to do the Lord’s work there 

(Romans 1:9-12). By God’s providence, Paul’s desire 

to make it to Rome was fulfilled (Acts 28:16). After 

being imprisoned in Caesarea (on the eastern shore of 

the Mediterranean Sea) for at least two years, from 

there, still a prisoner of the Roman Empire, he was 

transported by ship to Rome. 

 Acts 27 gives a record of some of the events 

connected with the major portion of that sea journey 

toward Rome. This is a historical section of the 

Scriptures, yet there are numerous lessons which we 

can observe in the text. Let us take a look. 

 Passengers – There were a total of two hundred 

and seventy-six people on the ship (27:37). That 

number included those who were operating the ship, 

prisoners, and a centurion with his soldiers. Specific 

mention is made of three Christians: Aristarchus 

(27:2), the writer of the book of Acts (he talks about 

“us,” 27:2), and Paul (27:1,3). Paul counted himself as 

“the prisoner of the Lord” (Ephesians 4:1) because it 

was for his commitment to Jesus and the preaching of 

His gospel that he originally was imprisoned.  

 Purpose – In the big scheme of things, this 

voyage was for the purpose of getting Paul to Rome. 

On the human side, he was being ushered there by 

Roman authorities. Why? Because he had appealed to 

the emperor of Rome to hear his legal case (25:10-12), 

a right which was Paul’s as a citizen of the Roman 

Empire. On the divine side, God wanted to get Paul to 

Rome so he could preach and encourage the saints 

there (Romans 1:15-17). In fact, when Paul had been 

taken into custody a couple of years before this ship 

trip to Rome, the Lord promised His apostle, “Be of 

good cheer, Paul, for as you have testified for Me in 

Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome” 

(23:11). In view of all of this, to Rome Paul must go. 

 Perils – Paul and all others on board the ship 

faced some difficulties. Contrary winds (27:7,14), 

depressing weather conditions (27:20), and the ship 

running aground and breaking up (27:41) were some 

of the unpleasant situations that all those traveling on 

the ship faced. Let us be reminded: God never 

promised us that in our earthly lives, everything will 

be “smooth sailing, both literally and figuratively. 

There were children of God on board that vessel, but 

that did not exempt them from having to deal with 

trials and unpleasantries just like all other folks did. 

 Prediction – During the midst of some dangerous 

weather circumstances, an angel of God appeared to 

Paul and told him that the ship would run aground on 

a certain island, but there would be no loss of life 

(27:24,26). Do you recall how that all played out? 

Exactly as God said it would. Are you surprised?! The 

ship did run aground. It did run aground on an island 

(Malta, 28:1). And, all those on the ship did escape 

safely to land (27:44). Know this: the God of heaven 

sees the future, with all of its details, just as clearly as 

you and I see the present. Yes, our God’s infinite 

understanding is amazing (Psalm 147:5). 

 Paul’s personal dedication – When Paul shared 

with them God’s message about the safety of the 

passengers and destruction of the ship itself, he 

unashamedly, but not boastfully, expressed his 

devotion to God and whatever He says. Paul declared 

that (1) he belonged to God (27:23), (2) he served God 

(27:23), and (3) he believed God (27:25). In reference 

to believing God, Paul’s own words were, “. . . I 

believe God that it will be just as it was told me” 

(27:25). That is the kind of faith that you and I need to 

have: if God says it, then that settles it! When the 

devil and his deluded disciples speak blasphemous 

words about the Creator and His communication to 

mankind, we must not blink, blush, or abandon ship. 

We must stick with God’s unchanging truth. Why? 

Only it can make us free and keep us free (John 8:32). 

 Prayer – After Paul relayed the message about the 

upcoming peril of the ship, but without loss of human 

life, “he took bread and gave thanks to God in the 

presence of them all” (27:35). It always is right to be 

thankful for our blessings. It always is proper to 

express our gratitude to God in prayer (1 Thessalonians 

5:17,18). It is even appropriate to pray in the presence 

of others, like Paul did, as long as we are not doing it 

to draw attention to ourselves and receive the praises 

of men (Matthew 6:5). Giving thanks for the food 

which we consume may sound like an irrelevant, 

trifling matter to some, but, in God’s sight, thanking 

Him, even for “the little stuff,” is a big deal.  

 Plea – When some on the ship wanted to escape 

on a small boat, Paul’s plea was, “Unless these men 

stay in the ship, you cannot be saved” (27:31). When 

the Lord designates a place of safety, then that is the 

refuge spot into which we need to get and remain! 

Redemption is in God’s Son (Colossians 1:12-14), so 

that is where every person needs to be. If you are not 

yet in Jesus – God’s place of safety, why not submit to 

Him today by obeying the gospel (Romans 6:3-5)? 

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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